La Spezia Shore Excursions - Genova Shore Excursions
Stop Monterosso -(1hour from Genova)
Monterosso
Monterosso al Mare is located at the center of a small natural gulf, protected by a small artificial reef, to the
east of Punta Mesco in the Riviera of La Spezia. It is the westernmost of the Cinque Terre. In the west part of
the original village, beyond the hill of the Capuchins, it is the village of Fegina, natural expansion and
characterized by a relatively modern tourist resort facility compared to the ancient village that is reachable
through a tunnel of a few tens of meters.
At Fegina is located the local train station and the beaches are relatively larger compared to the narrow cliffs
that characterize the other villages of the Cinque Terre.
The town is divided into two distinct parts: the old town and the new town. The two areas are divided by a
single tunnel that caters to pedestrians and the very few cars in the town.
The beach at Monterosso runs along most of the coast line and is well used by tourists and locals. The beach is
the only extensive sand beach in the Cinque Terre. Monterosso is a small town that in the summer months is
overrun by tourists.
The village was briefly excluded from the Cinque Terre trail in 1948, but was re-introduced in mid-1949. This is
because Italian officials considered the village too large to be considered part of the historic trail.
Santa Margherita Ligure
The presence of a Roman settlement has not been definitely proven. The burgh, known asPescino, was
devastated by Rothari in 641 and by the Saracens in the 10th century. Later it was a fief of the Fieschi family
until 1229, when it was acquired by the Republic of Genoa.
In 1432 it was attacked by the fleet of Venice and in 1549, together by Rapallo, by that of Turgut.
In 1813, under the Napoleonic domination, the two burghs of Pescino and Corte were unified as Porto
Napoleone. Two years later it was annexed to the Kingdom of Sardinia as the commune of Santa Margherita
Ligure. In 1861 it became part of the newly unified Kingdom of Italy.
Connected by rail in the 20th century, Santa Margherita became a renowned tourist resort afterWorld War II.
Main sights in Santa Margherita Ligure
The castle, built by the Republic of Genoa in 1550 as defence against the increasing attacks of North African
pirates. It was designed by the same architect of the Castle of Rapallo.
After World War I it was restored and entitled to the Italian victims of that conflict.
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Basilica of St. Margaret of Antiochia, built from 1658 on the remains of a 13th-century church.
Abbazia della Cervara, a historically relevant abbey on the road to Portofino.
Portofino - (10 minutes from Santa Margherita Ligure)
Portofino is a small village in Province of Genova, known in the world for his beauty and luxury.
Portofino was founded by the Romans and named Portus Delphini, or Port of the Dolphin, because of the large
number of dolphins that inhabited the Tigullian Gulf.
Statue of Christ of the Abyss,Church of St. George, housing some saints' relics and Oratory of Santa Maria
Assunta, in Gothic style are the main sight to visit.
Finally we will drive back to the ship.
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